 EmergMed 1996;13:114-115) 
(0 05% of patients).7 In keeping with previous data, it appears that many of the reactions described by patients as "allergies" were not true immunological allergies, but various forms of drug intolerance, or perhaps were even unrelated to the drug. ' 8 9 This may partly account for the poor correlation between patients' reports and information contained within general practitioner records. Although some of these records may be incomplete, it is clear that much of the poor correlation resulted from lack of accurate information held by patients. It is disturbing that 38 patients had forgotten the names of the drugs they believed themselves to be allergic to. This particularly applies to those patients who described severe reactions. Such patients are at risk of anaphylaxis if a drug is given, yet will suffer from untreated illness if no drug treatment is begun. Any patient who suffers an allergic reaction to a drug should be strongly encouraged to carry evidence of this in an information card or bracelet. GPs are in a good position to be able to encourage patients to do this and to help to ensure the accuracy of the information carried. 
